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One Scott that commanded the guard was killed, and some of the party ill wounded. I passed there about a quarter of an hour before the fact was done. Hue-and-cry, with all other endeavours, were used to take the rescuers, but all ineffectually. I gave my Lord Arlington a speedy account of the whole matter. We since understood that one Mr. Blood (the same that took my lord of Ormond prisoner out of his coach in London streets, stole the regal crown, and did several desperate actions afterwards) was the chief of the party. And yet the King, having taken him, thought fit to pardon him for all these crimes.
July 30.—I found from a letter dated that day from my Lord Arlington that the said rescue was thought the most insolent act against the King and the Government that had happened of a long time ; as also that the late project of the loan for the King had produced a small effect all over England.
The summer assizes were held at York, which lasted ten days and cost me 300£ The troubles and fears of people were so great at this time that there was but little business of law, which, made my profit proportionable. Mr. Justice Turner and Mr. Justice Eainsford were the two judges who came that circuit. Ten were condemned and executed that assizes for murder, horse-stealing, and other felonies.
My Lord Southampton, Lord High Treasurer of England, being lately dead, the said office was first put into the hands of four commissioners—the Duke of Albemarle, my Lord Ashley (afterwards Earl of Shaftesbury), Sir William Coventry (who was secretary to the Duke of York), and Sir John Buncombe. The Parliament having sat from the 2 9th of July, amongst other things fell upon the then great favourite the Earl of Clarendon, Lord Chancellor of England and father-in-law of the Duke of York; and as an impeachment was preparing against him,